
8.4km/5½ miles 2½ hours
Walla Crag
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Distance 8.4km 
(5¼ miles) 
Total ascent 328m
Time 2½ hours 
Start/fi nish Keswick 
centre, NY266234
Nearest town Keswick
Terrain mainly grass; 
but the descent from 
Walla Crag is steep 
and can be treacher-
ous when wet
Maps OS Landranger 
(1:50,000) 90; OS Ex-
plorer (1:25,000) OL5

Strenuousness �●●●●

Navigation �●●●●

Technicality  ��●●●

Wainwrights 1

ROUTE STATS

1 NY266234 From 
the Moot Hall in 

the town centre, walk 
south-east past Love the 
Lakes along St John’s 
Street for 500m. Turn 
right into Springs Road 
following the tarmac to 
the end to reach Springs 
Farm. Bear left over the 
bridge, passing the tea 
room through a gate. 
Climb the path alongside 
Brockle Beck to reach 
a fork in the path. 

2 NY278225 Bear 
right at the fork 

and continue to climb the 
path with ever widening 
and stunning views 
across Derwent Water 
to Cat Bells and beyond. 
Pass beneath an aerial 
mast, ignoring the side 
path to Great Wood. The 
path narrows to a kissing 

This short but sweet Lakeland walk ofers fabulous views over Derwent Water.

gate; climb alongside the 
beck, crossing a wooden 
footbridge before rising 
to a tarmac road.

3 NY283223 Turn 
right along the road 

and bear right past the 
farm to cross the beck 
once more before rising 
steeply through a gate 
alongside the wall. As the 
gradient eases there is a 
fabulous wide panorama 
over the Vale of Keswick. 
Cross a small trough and 
pass through the kissing 
gate in the wall directly 
ahead. The path now 
skirts the edge of the 
escarpment before 
a thin, rocky path 
climbs to the summit 
of Walla Crag.

4 NY277213 Walla 
Crag offers 

fabulous views across 
Derwent Water from the 
edge of a rocky perch. 
There is also a cairn to 
mark the top, which 
stands away from the 
edge. Linger awhile 
before continuing the 
descent to the south-
west to cross a wall stile; 
directly ahead Bleaberry 
Fell is in view. Descend 
the path alongside the 
wall to reach a gate.

5 NY274209 The 
section beyond the 

gate alongside Cat Gill is 
very steep and will be 

slippery when wet. 
Descend through Great 
Wood, at the bottom of 
the path swing left at the 
wooden barrier and 
follow the path to the 

Borrowdale road. Take 
care when crossing 

the road through 
the gaps in the 

wall. The 
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 Turn 
right along the road 

and bear right past the 
farm to cross the beck 
once more before rising 
steeply through a gate 
alongside the wall. As the 
gradient eases there is a 
fabulous wide panorama 
over the Vale of Keswick. 
Cross a small trough and 
pass through the kissing 
gate in the wall directly 
ahead. The path now 
skirts the edge of the 

climbs to the summit 

 Walla 

fabulous views across 
Derwent Water from the 
edge of a rocky perch. 
There is also a cairn to 

stands away from the 

before continuing the 
descent to the south-
west to cross a wall stile; 
directly ahead Bleaberry 
Fell is in view. Descend 
the path alongside the 

very steep and will be the path swing left at the 
wooden barrier and 
follow the path to the 

Borrowdale road. Take 
care when crossing 

the road through 
the gaps in the 

wall. The 
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Checking out the view across 
Derwent Water to Keswick
from Walla Crag.

path leads directly to 
the shore of beautiful 
Derwent Water. Follow 
the path to the right 
around this fabulous 
lake. The route needs no 
further description to 
reach Keswick apart 
from ‘bear left at 
NY269220’. Enjoy the 
stunning views!
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Enjoy the lush 
heather and 
bilberry on 

Walla Crag. You 
can support the 
National Trust’s 
work to protect 

the natural 
heritage of the 
Lake District.


